
Easton, Pennsylvania              August 2, 2012 
 
 

A regular meeting of the Northampton County Council was 
held on the above date with the following present: John Cusick, 
President; Thomas H. Dietrich; Bruce A. Gilbert; Kenneth M. 
Kraft; Lamont G. McClure, Jr.; Scott Parsons; Barbara A. 
Thierry; Robert F. Werner; Frank E. Flisser, Clerk to Council, 
and  Philip D. Lauer,  Solicitor to Council.  Absent was 
Margaret L. Ferraro, Vice President.  
 
Prayer 
 

Mr. Cusick led County Council in prayer to open the 
meeting. 
 
 
Pledge of Allegiance 
 

Mr. McClure led County Council in the pledge of allegiance. 
 
 
Approval of the Minutes 
 

Mr. Kraft made the following motion: 
 

Be It Moved By the Northampton County Council that the 
minutes of the July 19, 2012 meeting shall be approved. 
 

Mrs. Thierry seconded the motion. 
 

The minutes were approved by voice acclamation, with 
Messrs. Gilbert and McClure abstaining. 
 
 
Courtesy of the Floor 
 
 As no one signed up to speak under Courtesy of the Floor, 
Mr. Cusick asked if there was anyone who had any questions or 
comments.  There were no respondents.  
 
 
County Executive=s Report 
 
 Mr. John Stoffa, County Executive, stated the Citizens 
Academy had 25 people signed up and 16 on the waiting list. 
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 Mr. Stoffa advised the Law Library was now opened. 
 
 Mr. Stoffa stated the West Easton Treatment Center was on 
schedule to open the week of August 20, 2012, and there would be 
a ribbon cutting ceremony. 
 
 Mr. Stoffa advised he felt County Council would be pleased 
with the American Federation of State, County and Municipal 
Employees contract that he planned to present on August 16, 
2012.  
 
 Mr. Stoffa pointed out an Evacuation Chair that would be 
able to carry someone down the stairs during an emergency 
evacuation.  He stated it would be kept on the third floor due 
to the number of individuals that came to the various meetings. 
 
 Mr. Stoffa advised the Sheriff’s Department was enforcing 
handicapped parking.  He further advised it had been determined 
some of the parking spaces were occupied by abandoned cars so he 
planned to present an ordinance to County Council allowing them  
to be towed. 
 
 Sheriff Randall Miller stated there were parking 
regulations for the parks, but not for this or other County 
parking lots, hence they wanted something in place so they could 
issue tickets.  He further stated, to date, his department 
issued more than 100 warning notices.   
 
 In answer to Mr. Cusick’s question as to how the towing 
process would work, Sheriff Miller advised his department 
already had a towing contractor. 
 
 In response to Mr. Kraft’s question as to what was going to 
be done in the Elections Building parking lot, Sheriff Miller 
stated they planned to take action over there to make sure there 
was available parking for those conducting business and enough 
room was left for emergency vehicles, if necessary. 
 
 Mr. Stoffa advised he talked to the Department of 
Environmental Protection and the West Nile Virus was increasing 
in this area.  He further advised since the County no longer had 
a Vector Control, there was a sprayer from Scranton who would be 
here next month.  He noted one thing that people should be aware 
of was that people were being bitten one hour before dusk and 
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one hour after dusk so they should not be mowing their lawns 
then and they should use an insect repellent. 
 
 Mr. Stoffa stated at the August 15, 2012 Finance Committee 
meeting, he planned to discuss the County’s bridges.  He further 
stated the average life expectancy for bridges was 50 years and 
the County’s average life was 60 years. 
 
 With regard to entering the building during the recent bomb 
scare, Mr. Stoffa advised that he, Mr. James Onembo, Court 
Administrator; Judge Leonard Zito and Mr. Robert Mateff, 
Director of Emergency Management Services, discussed allowing 
employees back into the building before they were allowed to 
return. 
 
 In answer to Mr. McClure’s question as to what was the 
status of getting identification for the Gracedale residents who 
did not have any, Mr. Ross Marcus, Director of Human Services, 
advised they were still on schedule for the end of August. 
 
 In response to Mr. McClure’s question as to whether any 
procedures have been put into place for bomb scare incidents, 
Mr. Stoffa stated the whole procedure had been revamped by Mr. 
Mateff and Mr. William Hillanbrand, Emergency Management 
Planning. 
 
 In answer to Mr. McClure’s question as to whether any 
bridges had to be closed, Mr. Stoffa advised he did not think 
so, but Borton Lawson would be in a better position to answer 
that question. 
 
 In response to Mr. Cusick’s request for an update on the 
Guaranteed Energy Savings Act (GESA) projects, Mr. Marcus stated 
many of the projects have been completed at Gracedale and they 
were working floor by floor in the tower.  He further stated 
they were currently on the eighth floor and everything should be 
done by early November. 
 
 In answer to Mr. Cusick’s question as to the progress with 
regard to the sewer line, Mr. Stoffa advised there had been a 
lot of negotiations with the representatives of Upper Nazareth 
and an agreement was finally reached.   
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 Mr. Stoffa stated the GESA projects at the Prison have been 
completed.  He further stated the Courthouse projects were 
winding down.   
 
 In response to Mr. McClure’s request for updates on the 
West Easton Treatment Center, Mr. Stoffa advised they would take 
occupancy by August 20, 2012. 
 
 
Confirmation of Appointments – Revenue Appeals Board 
 
 Mr. Cusick stated it was recently discovered that 
appointments to the Revenue Appeals Board lapsed without being 
reappointed by the County Executive.  He further stated once 
this became known, the County Executive immediately nominated 
individuals to fill the five vacancies.  He noted because time 
was critical in seeking confirmation of these appointees, their 
consideration was being added to this agenda without going 
through the Personnel Committee process. 
 
 Mr. Kraft advised one of the individuals who was nominated 
was removed by the County Executive when he became aware that 
the individual had moved to Lehigh County. 
 
 Mr. Kraft introduced the following resolution: 
 

R. 64C2012 RESOLVED, by the Northampton County Council 
that the following individuals shall be confirmed in their re-
appointments as indicated hereafter: 
 
REVENUE APPEALS BOARD 
 
Re-appointments:     Term to Expire: 12/31/13 
George J. Andralis 
3537 Chippendale Circle 
Bethlehem PA 18017 
 
Richard D. McAteer 
433 Paxinosa Avenue 
Easton PA 18042 
 
Robert J. Miklas 
647 Gladys Drive 
Nazareth PA 18064 
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Leonard F. Zavacky 
3655 Hickory Hill Road 
Bethlehem PA 18015 
 
 Mr. Cusick stated they were very well qualified 
individuals.  However, he recently saw an article that the 
Bethlehem Area School District was going to target properties 
for reassessments.  He further stated there were law firms 
sending letters to the residents of the City of Easton asking 
that they be allowed to apply for a reassessment on a 
contingency basis.  Additionally, the County had assessments 
that were 17 years old so something was going to have to be done 
eventually. 
 
 Mr. Kraft advised that was why he suggested having some 
kind of fee because Northampton County was the only County that 
did not charge anything. 
 
 Mr. Stoffa stated he was currently looking into the 
legality of charging a fee. 
 
 Mr. Cusick asked Mr. Flisser to check on what other third 
and fourth class Counties charged for reassessments. 
 
 Mr. McClure advised he would ask Mr. Lauer to investigate 
the various issues of whether the County could charge different 
fees and how it would go about instituting them. 
 
 As there were no further questions or comments, Mr. Cusick 
called for the vote. 
  
 The vote:  Kraft, “yes”; Gilbert, “yes”; McClure, “yes”; 
Parsons, “yes”; Thierry, “yes”; Werner, “yes”; Cusick, “yes” and 
Dietrich, “yes”. 
 
 The resolution was adopted by a vote of 8-0. 
 
 
Public Hearing on the General Obligation Bond Issue (Series of 
2012) Ordinance 
 

Mr. Cusick stated the following ordinance was introduced by 
Mr. Parsons and Ms. Thierry at the meeting held July 19, 2012: 
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AUTHORIZING THE INCURRENCE BY THE COUNTY OF 
NORTHAMPTON OF NONELECTORAL DEBT BY THE ISSUANCE OF 
(1) $_________ GENERAL OBLIGATION BONDS, SERIES A OF 
2012 (FEDERALLY TAXABLE) FOR THE PURPOSE OF PROVIDING 
FUNDS TO FINANCE THE PAYMENT OF A TERMINATION PAYMENT 
ON THE TERMINATION OF AN INTEREST RATE MANAGEMENT 
AGREEMENT RELATED TO THE 2001 BONDS AND TO PAY THE 
COSTS OF ISSUING THE BONDS; AND (2) $_________ GENERAL 
OBLIGATION BONDS, SERIES B OF 2012 (TAX-EXEMPT) FOR 
THE PURPOSE OF PROVIDING FUNDS TO CURRENTLY REFUND THE 
NORTHAMPTON COUNTY GENERAL PURPOSE AUTHORITY’S COUNTY 
AGREEMENT REVENUE BONDS, SERIES OF 2001 AND TO PAY THE 
COSTS OF ISSUING THE BONDS; AUTHORIZING THE 
PREPARATION OF A DEBT STATEMENT AND OTHER 
DOCUMENTATION; PROVIDING FOR THE CURRENT REFUNDING OF 
THE DEBT BEING REFUNDED; COVENANTING TO CREATE SINKING 
FUNDS AND TO BUDGET, APPROPRIATE AND PAY DEBT SERVICE 
ON THE BONDS; PLEDGING THE FULL FAITH, CREDIT AND 
TAXING POWER OF THE COUNTY FOR THE PROMPT AND FULL 
PAYMENT OF THE BONDS; SETTING FORTH THE SUBSTANTIAL 
FORM OF THE BONDS; SETTING FORTH FOR EACH SERIES THE 
STATED PRINCIPAL MATURITY OR SINKING FUND REDEMPTION 
DATES AND AMOUNTS, INTEREST RATES AND INTEREST PAYMENT 
DATES, PLACE OF PAYMENT, SINKING FUND PROVISIONS AND 
OTHER DETAILS OF THE BONDS; APPROVING THE CONTENT AND 
FORM OF A PRELIMINARY OFFICIAL STATEMENT AND 
AUTHORIZING THE DISTRIBUTION THEREOF AND AUTHORIZING 
THE PREPARATION, EXECUTION AND DELIVERY OF AN OFFICIAL 
STATEMENT; AUTHORIZING THE EXECUTION OF A PAYING AGENT 
AGREEMENT AND A CONTINUING DISCLOSURE AGREEMENT OR 
SUPPLEMENT; FINDING THAT A PRIVATE NEGOTIATED SALE OF 
THE BONDS IS IN THE BEST FINANCIAL INTEREST OF THE 
COUNTY; ACCEPTING A PROPOSAL FOR THE PURCHASE OF THE 
BONDS; APPOINTING A PAYING AGENT AND SINKING FUND 
DEPOSITORY; AND AUTHORIZING OTHER NECESSARY ACTION 
 
 
WHEREAS, pursuant to the Local Government Unit Debt Act, 53 

Pa. Cons. Stat. §8001 et seq. (the “Act”), the County of 
Northampton (the “County”) may incur indebtedness for the 
purposes of refunding outstanding indebtedness; and  

 
WHEREAS, the Northampton County General Purpose Authority 

(the “Authority”), previously issued its County Agreement 
Revenue Bonds, Series of 2001 (the “2001 Bonds”), pursuant to a 
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Trust Indenture dated as of December 1, 2001 (the “2001 Trust 
Indenture”), between the Authority and TD Bank, National 
Association, as successor trustee (the “2001 Trustee”) in the 
original principal amount of $111,175,000 of which $70,385,000 
remains outstanding; and 

 
WHEREAS, the County guaranteed the payment of the debt 

service on the 2001 Bonds pursuant to a guaranty agreement dated 
as of December 1, 2001 (the “County Guaranty”) between the 
Authority and the County; and 

 
WHEREAS, the portion of the 2001 Bonds remaining 

outstanding was issued to finance the costs of certain capital 
and economic development projects in and for the County; and  

 
WHEREAS, the County entered into an Interest Rate 

Management Agreement, including an ISDA Master Agreement and the 
Schedule and the Credit Support Annex thereto, each dated as of 
June 28, 2004, and the Confirmation thereunder (Admin: 
04DL09033/1752861) dated June 28, 2004 (collectively, the “Swap 
Agreement”) related to the 2001 Bonds with Merrill Lynch Capital 
Services, Inc. which was terminated effective June 22, 2012; and 
 

WHEREAS, the County has determined to undertake a 
refinancing program to achieve debt service savings consisting 
of the current refunding of all of the outstanding 2001 Bonds as 
further delineated on the attached Exhibit A (the bonds being so 
refunded, all of which are nonelectoral debt, are referred to 
herein as the “2001 Refunded Bonds”); and 

 
WHEREAS, the County has determined to issue its $_________ 

aggregate principal amount General Obligation Bonds, Series A of 
2012 (Federally Taxable) (the “2012A Bonds”) and its $_________  
aggregate principal amount General Obligation Bonds, Series B of 
2012 (Tax-Exempt) (the “2012B Bonds,” and together with the 
2012A Bonds, the “Bonds”) to provide funds to finance (i) the 
current refunding of the 2001 Refunded Bonds, (ii) the payment 
of a termination payment pursuant for the Swap Agreement and 
(iii) the payment of the costs and expenses of issuing such 
Bonds (collectively, the “Refinancing Program”); and 

 
WHEREAS, the County has retained VALCO Capital, Ltd., 

Ligonier, Pennsylvania, as financial consultant in connection 
with the issuance of the Bonds (the “Financial Consultant”); and 
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WHEREAS, the County has determined that it is in the best 

financial interest of the County to sell the Bonds at private 
negotiated sale, and the County has received a proposal for the 
purchase of the Bonds (the “Bond Purchase Proposal”) from 
_____________________, of ___________, _____________ (the 
“Underwriter”), which it desires to accept; and 

 
WHEREAS, the County Council of the County of Northampton 

(the “Council”) desires to approve the issuance of the Bonds, 
approve the Refinancing Program, and accept the Bond Purchase 
Proposal of the Underwriter. 

 
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT ENACTED by the County Council of the 

County of Northampton and IT IS HEREBY ENACTED, as follows: 
 
1. Authorization of the Refinancing Program and 

Incurrence of Indebtedness; and Purpose of the Refinancing 
Program.  The County hereby authorizes and shall undertake the 
Refinancing Program, as described in the preambles to this 
Ordinance. The County shall incur indebtedness pursuant to the 
Act in the aggregate principal amount of $___________ to finance 
the costs of the Refinancing Program and the costs and expenses 
of issuing the Bonds. 
  

It is hereby determined and set forth that the purpose of 
the Refinancing Program is to reduce the total debt service that 
would otherwise have been payable on the 2001 Refunded Bonds 
over the life of the issue as authorized by Section 8241(b)(1) 
of the Act.  Attached hereto as Exhibit B and made a part hereof 
is the schedule of debt service savings in connection with the 
Refinancing Program. 

 
It is hereby determined and stated that the useful lives of 

the projects financed or refinanced with the proceeds of the 
2001 Refunded Bonds are in excess of the term of the Bonds 
related to the Refinancing Program.  The 2001 Refunded Bonds 
financed the costs of various capital improvement projects with 
useful lives in excess of thirty (30) years (Ordinance enacted 
July 19, 2001).   

  
2. Authorization of Issuance of the Bonds.  The County 

shall issue, pursuant to the Act and this Ordinance, its (i) 
General Obligation Bonds, Series A of 2012 (Federally Taxable), 
in an aggregate principal amount of $_________, in order to 
finance the payment of a termination payment for the Swap 
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Agreement as a result of the termination of the Swap Agreement 
by the County and the payment of the costs and expenses of 
issuing the 2012B Bonds, and (ii) General Obligation Bonds, 
Series B of 2012 (Tax-Exempt), in the aggregate principal amount 
of $_________, in order to provide funds for and toward the 
costs of the Refinancing Program and paying the costs of issuing 
the 2012A Bonds as authorized and provided in Section 1 hereof.  
 

3. Type of Indebtedness.  The indebtedness evidenced by 
the Bonds is nonelectoral debt. 
 

4. Execution of Debt Statement, Bonds and Other 
Documents.  The County Executive and Director of Fiscal Affairs, 
respectively, of the County and their successors are hereby 
authorized and directed to file the Debt Statement required by 
Section 8110 of the Act, to execute and deliver the Bonds in the 
name and on behalf of the County and to take all other action 
required by the Act or this Ordinance in order to effect the 
issuance of the Bonds.  Said officers or any of them are further 
authorized to apply to the Pennsylvania Department of Community 
and Economic Development for approval of the debt herein 
authorized and to file with such application a transcript of the 
proceedings including a certified copy of this Ordinance, the 
Debt Statement, a Borrowing Base Certificate signed by the 
appropriate officials of the County or by the accountants of the 
County responsible for auditing its financial affairs, and to 
take any and all such further action and to execute and deliver 
such other documents as may be necessary or proper to comply 
with all requirements of the Act or to carry out the intent and 
purpose of this Ordinance.  Said officers and their successors 
are further hereby authorized if, in their opinion, it is 
advisable to do so, to prepare and file such statements and 
documents as may be required by Section 8024 of the Act in order 
to qualify all or any portion of the existing indebtedness of 
the County or of the Bonds as subsidized debt or self-
liquidating debt. 

 
5. Type of Bonds.  The Bonds when issued will be general 

obligation bonds. 
 
6. Covenant to Pay Debt Service - Pledge of Taxing Power.  

The County hereby covenants with the registered owners of the 
Bonds outstanding pursuant to this Ordinance as follows: (a) 
that the County will include in its budget for each fiscal year 
during the life of the Bonds, the amount of the debt service on 
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the Bonds issued hereunder which will be payable in each such 
fiscal year so long as any of the Bonds shall remain 
outstanding; (b) that the County shall appropriate from its 
general revenues such amounts to the payment of such debt 
service; (c) that the County shall duly and punctually pay or 
cause to be paid from the Sinking Fund (as hereinafter defined) 
or any of its other revenues or funds the principal of every 
Bond and the interest thereon at the dates and places and in the 
manner stated in the Bonds according to the true intent and 
meaning thereof; and (d) for such budgeting, appropriation and 
payment the County hereby pledges its full faith, credit and 
taxing power. The covenant contained in this Section 6 shall be 
specifically enforceable. The amounts to be budgeted, 
appropriated and paid pursuant to the foregoing covenant are 
those set forth in Exhibits C-1 and C-2 attached hereto and made 
a part hereof which are hereby incorporated in the foregoing 
covenant with the same effect as if the same were specified in 
the text of such covenant. 
 

7. Form of Bonds.  The Bonds shall be substantially in 
the form set forth in Exhibits D and E hereto, with appropriate 
omissions, insertions and variations. 
 

8. Terms of Bonds.  The Bonds of each series shall be 
issued in fully registered form, in the denomination of $5,000 
or any integral multiple thereof and shall be dated the date of 
issuance thereof or such other date as the County and the 
Underwriters shall agree. The 2012A Bonds shall be issued in the 
aggregate principal amount of $_____________ and the 2012B Bonds 
shall be issued in the aggregate principal amount of 
$_____________.  The Bonds shall bear interest from the date 
thereof payable semiannually on April 1 and October 1 of each 
year, commencing April 1, 2013, at the rates and shall mature on 
October 1 of the years as set forth in the Bond Amortization 
Schedules attached hereto as Exhibit C and made a part hereof.    
 

The Bonds are being amortized so that the debt service on 
all outstanding debt of the County following the issuance of the 
Bonds will be brought more nearly into an overall level annual 
debt service plan. 

 
The principal of the Bonds shall be payable in lawful money 

of the United States of America at the corporate trust office of 
TD Bank, N.A. in Philadelphia, Pennsylvania and Cherry Hill, New 
Jersey (the “Paying Agent”), which is hereby appointed paying 



County Council Minutes             -11-         August 2, 2012  

 
agent and registrar for the Bonds and the sinking fund 
depository.  Interest on the Bonds shall be payable in the 
manner provided in the form of Bonds set forth in Exhibits E and 
F hereto. 
 

9. Redemption of Bonds.   
 

(a) Optional Redemption of 2012A Bonds.    The 2012A Bonds 
maturing on or after October 1, 20__ shall be subject to 
redemption prior to maturity, at the option of the County, as a 
whole or in part from time to time, in any order of maturity or 
portion of a maturity as selected by the County, on ___________ 
__, 20__ or any date thereafter upon payment of a redemption 
price of 100% of principal amount plus interest accrued to the 
redemption date.  If less than an entire maturity of Bonds is to 
be redeemed at any particular time, such Bonds so to be called 
for redemption shall be chosen by lot by the Paying Agent.  
 

(b) Optional Redemption of 2012B Bonds.   The 2012B Bonds 
maturing on or after October 1, 20__ shall be subject to 
redemption prior to maturity, at the option of the County, as a 
whole or in part from time to time, in any order of maturity or 
portion of a maturity as selected by the County, on ___________ 
__, 20__ or any date thereafter upon payment of a redemption 
price of 100% of principal amount plus interest accrued to the 
redemption date.  If less than an entire maturity of Bonds is to 
be redeemed at any particular time, such Bonds so to be called 
for redemption shall be chosen by lot by the Paying Agent.  
 

(c) Mandatory Sinking Fund Redemption – 2012A Bonds.  The 
2012A Bonds stated to mature on October 1, 20__ and October 1, 
20__  (the “2012A Term Bonds”) are subject to mandatory 
redemption prior to their stated maturity by lot by the County 
from monies to be deposited in the 2012A Sinking Fund 
established under the Ordinance at a redemption price of 100% of 
the principal amount thereof plus accrued interest to the date 
fixed for redemption.  The County hereby covenants that it will 
cause the Paying Agent to select by lot, to give notice of 
redemption and to redeem 2012A Term Bonds at said price from 
monies deposited in the 2012A Sinking Fund sufficient to effect 
such redemption (to the extent that 2012A Term Bonds shall not 
have been previously redeemed or purchased from said monies by 
the County) on October 1 of the year and in the annual principal 
amount set forth in the following schedule (or such lesser 
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principal amount as shall at the time represent all 2012A Term 
Bonds which shall then be outstanding):  
 

2012A Mandatory Redemption Schedule 
    Redemption Date   Principal Amount to be  Maturity From 
Which 
      (October 1)   Redeemed or Purchased          Redeemed 
                                 $ 
   

(d) Mandatory Sinking Fund Redemption – 2012B Bonds.  The 
2012B Bonds stated to mature on October 1, 20__ and October 1, 
20__ (the “2012B Term Bonds”) are subject to mandatory 
redemption prior to their stated maturity by lot by the County 
from monies to be deposited in the 2012B Sinking Fund 
established under the Ordinance at a redemption price of 100% of 
the principal amount thereof plus accrued interest to the date 
fixed for redemption.  The County hereby covenants that it will 
cause the Paying Agent to select by lot, to give notice of 
redemption and to redeem 2012B Term Bonds at said price from 
monies deposited in the 2012B Sinking Fund sufficient to effect 
such redemption (to the extent that 2012B Term Bonds shall not 
have been previously redeemed or purchased from said monies by 
the County) on October 1 of the year and in the annual principal 
amount set forth in the following schedule (or such lesser 
principal amount as shall at the time represent all 2012B Term 
Bonds which shall then be outstanding): 

 
2012B Mandatory Redemption Schedule 

    Redemption Date   Principal Amount to be  Maturity From 
Which 
      (October 1)   Redeemed or Purchased          Redeemed 
                                 $ 

    
For the purpose of selection of Bonds of a series for 

redemption, any Bond of a denomination greater than $5,000 shall 
be treated as representing such number of separate Bonds, each 
of the denomination of $5,000, as is obtained by dividing the 
actual principal amount of such Bond by $5,000.  Any Bond which 
is to be redeemed only in part shall be surrendered at the 
corporate trust office of the Paying Agent in Philadelphia, 
Pennsylvania or Cherry Hill, New Jersey, together with a duly 
executed instrument of transfer in form satisfactory to the 
Paying Agent, and the registered owner of such Bond shall 
receive, without service charge, a new Bond or Bonds, of any 
authorized denomination as requested by such registered owner in 
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aggregate principal amount equal to and in exchange for the 
unredeemed portion of the principal of the Bond so surrendered. 

 
On the date designated for redemption, and upon deposit 

with the Paying Agent of funds sufficient for payment of the 
principal of and accrued interest on the Bonds called for 
redemption, interest on the Bonds or portions thereof so called 
for redemption shall cease to accrue and the Bonds or portions 
thereof so called for redemption shall cease to be entitled to 
any benefit of security hereunder, and registered owners of the 
Bonds so called for redemption shall have no rights with respect 
to the Bonds or portions thereof so called for redemption, 
except to receive payment of the principal of and accrued 
interest on the Bonds so called for redemption to the date fixed 
for redemption. 
 

Notice of any redemption shall be given by first class 
mail, postage prepaid, mailed to the Paying Agent not less than 
30 or more than 45 days before the redemption date to the 
registered owners of the Bonds at their addresses as they appear 
on the bond register maintained by the Paying Agent.  Such 
notice shall be given in the name of the County, shall identify 
the Bonds to be redeemed (and, in the case of a partial 
redemption, of any Bonds, the respective principal amounts 
thereof to be redeemed), shall specify the redemption date and 
the redemption price, and shall state that on the redemption 
date the Bonds called for redemption will be payable at the 
corporate trust office of the Paying Agent in Philadelphia, 
Pennsylvania or Cherry Hill, New Jersey, and that from the date 
of redemption interest will cease to accrue.  The Paying Agent 
shall use “CUSIP” numbers (if then generally in use) in notices 
of redemption as a convenience to Bond owners, provided that any 
such redemption notice shall state that no representation is 
made as to the correctness of such numbers either as printed on 
the Bonds or as contained in any notice of redemption and that 
reliance may be placed only on the identification numbers 
prefixed “RA-” and “RB-” printed on the respective series of 
Bonds.  Failure to mail any notice of redemption, or any defect 
therein, or in the mailing thereof, with respect to any Bond 
shall not affect the validity of any proceeding for redemption 
of other Bonds so called for redemption. 

 
With respect to any optional redemption of Bonds, if at the 

time of mailing such notice of redemption, the County shall not 
have deposited with the Paying Agent monies sufficient to redeem 
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all the Bonds called for redemption, such, notice may state that 
it is conditional, that is, subject to the deposit of the 
redemption monies with the Paying Agent not later than the 
redemption date, and such notice shall be of no effect unless 
such monies are so deposited. 
 

10. Appointment of Securities Depository.  The Depository 
Trust Company, New York, New York (“DTC”), shall act as 
securities depository for the Bonds on behalf of the firms which 
participate in the DTC book-entry system (“DTC Participants”). 
The ownership of one fully registered Bond for each maturity of 
each series of the Bonds will be registered in the name of Cede 
& Co., as nominee for DTC.  Each Bond will be in the aggregate 
principal amount of such maturity of each series.  The County 
shall cause the Bonds to be delivered to DTC for the benefit of 
the purchaser on or before the date of issuance of the Bonds. 
 

Pursuant to the book-entry only system, any person for whom 
a DTC Participant acquires an interest in the Bonds (the 
“Beneficial Owner”) will not receive bond certificates and will 
not be the registered owner thereof. Ownership interest in the 
Bonds may be purchased by or through DTC Participants.  Each DTC 
Participant will receive a credit balance in the records of DTC 
in the amount of such DTC Participant’s interest in the Bonds, 
which will be confirmed in accordance with DTC’s standard 
procedures.  Receipt by the Beneficial Owners (through any DTC 
Participant) of timely payment of principal, premium, if any, 
and interest on the Bonds, is subject to DTC making such payment 
to DTC Participants and such DTC Participants making payment to 
Beneficial Owners. Neither the County nor the Paying Agent will 
have any direct responsibility or obligation to such DTC 
Participants or the persons for whom they act as nominees for 
any failure of DTC to act or make any payment with respect to 
the Bonds. 

  
The County is authorized to execute such documents as may 

be necessary or desirable in connection with DTC’s services as 
securities depository including a blanket letter of 
representation obligating the County to give certain notices to 
DTC and to meet certain requirements relating to Bond payments. 
 

If DTC determines to discontinue providing its services as 
securities depository with respect to the Bonds at any time, the 
County Executive of the County is hereby authorized to designate 
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a successor securities depository or to deliver certificates to 
or upon the order of the registered owners of the Bonds. 
 

11. Sale of Bonds.  The Bonds shall be sold at private 
sale by negotiation as hereinafter set forth in Section 14. 
After due consideration, the Council hereby finds and 
determines, on the basis of all available information, that a 
private negotiated sale of the Bonds is in the best financial 
interest of the County. 
 

12. Creation of and Deposits in Sinking Fund.  The County 
covenants that there shall be and there is hereby established 
and that it shall hereafter maintain two sinking funds 
designated respectively “Sinking Fund - General Obligation 
Bonds, Series A of 2012 (Federally Taxable)” for the 2012A Bonds 
and “Sinking Fund - General Obligation Bonds, Series B of 2012 
(Tax-Exempt)” for the 2012B Bonds (collectively, the “Sinking 
Funds”) to be held by the Paying Agent (or such substitute or 
successor Paying Agent which shall hereafter be appointed in 
accordance with the provisions of the Act) in the name of the 
County, but subject to withdrawal only by the Paying Agent. 
 

The County covenants and agrees to deposit in the Sinking 
Fund for each series no later than each April 1 and October 1 
(each, an “Interest Payment Date”) the debt service payable on 
the Bonds on such dates, which shall not exceed the amounts set 
forth in Exhibit C hereto. 
 

Pending application to the purpose for which each Sinking 
Fund is established, County Executive and Director of Fiscal 
Affairs, respectively, of the County are hereby authorized and 
directed to cause the monies therein to be invested or deposited 
and insured or secured as permitted and required by Section 8224 
of the Act. All income received on such deposits or investments 
of monies in each Sinking Fund during each applicable period 
shall be added to such Sinking Fund and shall be credited 
against the deposit next required to be made in such Sinking 
Fund. 
 

The Paying Agent is hereby authorized and directed, without 
further action by the County, to pay from each Sinking Fund the 
principal of and interest on the Bonds of the related series as 
the same become due and payable in accordance with the terms 
thereof and the County hereby covenants that such monies, to the 
extent required, will be applied to such purpose. 
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All monies deposited in each Sinking Fund for the payment 

of the Bonds of the related series which have not been claimed 
by the registered owners thereof after two years from the date 
when payment is due, except where such monies are held for the 
payment of outstanding checks, drafts or other instruments of 
the Paying Agent, shall be returned to the County. Nothing 
contained herein shall relieve the County of its liability to 
the registered owners of the unpresented Bonds. 
 

13. No Taxes Assumed.  The County shall not assume the 
payment of any tax or taxes in consideration of the purchase of 
the Bonds. 
 

14. Award and Sale of Bonds.  The County hereby awards and 
sells the 2012A Bonds and 2012B Bonds to ______________ (the 
“Underwriter”), at a price of $_____________ (representing the 
face amount of the 2012A Bonds plus he face amount of the 2012B 
Bonds [plus] a net [reoffering premium] of $_____________, less 
the underwriter’s discount of $__________) plus accrued interest 
and in accordance with the terms and conditions contained or 
incorporated in the proposal of the Underwriter dated 
___________ __, 2012, which is hereby approved and accepted.  A 
copy of said proposal shall be attached to this Ordinance and 
lodged with the official minutes of this meeting and is hereby 
incorporated herein by reference.  The proper officers of the 
County are hereby authorized and directed to endorse the 
acceptance of the County on said proposal and to deliver a copy 
thereof to the Underwriter.  Delivery of the accepted proposal 
to the Underwriter shall constitute conclusive evidence that the 
award and sale of the Bonds under this Ordinance have become 
final. 

 
15. Contract with Paying Agent.  The proper officers of 

the County are authorized to contract with TD Bank, N.A. in 
Philadelphia, Pennsylvania and Cherry Hill, New Jersey, in 
connection with the performance of its duties as the Paying 
Agent and Sinking Fund Depository on usual and customary terms, 
including an agreement to observe and comply with the provisions 
of this Ordinance and of the Act. 
 

16. Redemption of Refunded Bonds.  The County hereby calls 
the 2001 Refunded Bonds for redemption on or after October 1, 
2012. The County Executive is authorized to set the exact 
redemption date, but such date shall be within ninety (90) days 
of the issuance date of the Bonds.  The County shall deposit 
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with the 2001 Trustee the amounts required to pay the principal 
of and interest on the 2001 Refunded Bonds to the date of 
redemption. The officers of the County are hereby authorized and 
directed to execute all documents and to take such other action 
as may be necessary or advisable to effect the redemption and 
payment of the 2001 Refunded Bonds and the termination of the 
2001 Trust Indenture, including the investment of moneys prior 
to the redemption of the 2001 Refunded Bonds. Upon redemption of 
the 2001 Refunded Bonds, any excess moneys shall be transferred 
by the 2001 Trustee to the Paying Agent, and the Paying Agent 
shall deposit the same in the appropriate Sinking Fund.  
 

17. Federal Tax Covenants.  The County hereby covenants 
not to take or omit to take any action so as to cause interest 
on the 2012B Bonds to be no longer excluded from gross income 
for purposes of federal income taxation and to otherwise comply 
with the requirements of Sections 103 and 141 through 150 of the 
Code, and all applicable regulations promulgated with respect 
thereto, throughout the term of the 2012B Bonds.  The County 
further covenants that it will make no investments or other use 
of the proceeds of the 2012B Bonds which would cause the 2012B 
Bonds to be “arbitrage bonds” as defined in Section 148 of the 
Code.  The County further covenants to comply with the rebate 
requirements (including the prohibited payment provisions) 
contained in Section 148(f) of the Code and any regulations 
promulgated thereunder, to the extent applicable, and to pay any 
interest or penalty imposed by the United States for failure to 
comply with said rebate requirements, to the extent applicable. 
 

18. Execution and Authentication of Bonds.  The Bonds 
shall be executed by the County Executive of the County and the 
Clerk of County Council and each such execution shall be by 
manual or facsimile signature. If any officer whose signature 
appears on the Bonds shall cease to hold such office before the 
actual delivery date of the Bonds, such signature shall 
nevertheless be valid and sufficient for all purposes as if such 
person had remained in such office until the actual delivery 
date of the Bonds. The Bonds shall be authenticated by the 
manual signature of an authorized representative of the Paying 
Agent. 
 

19. Application of Bond Proceeds.  The balance of the 
purchase price for the Bonds, and any accrued interest payable 
by the Underwriter, shall be paid by the Underwriter to the 
Paying Agent on behalf of the County.  Upon receipt of the 
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balance of such purchase price for the Bonds, including interest 
thereon accrued to the date of delivery, if any, the Paying 
Agent shall deposit the same in a settlement account.  From the 
settlement account, the Paying Agent shall pay, or establish 
reserves for payment of, the costs and expenses of the financing 
and the proper officers of the County are authorized to direct 
the Paying Agent to pay the issuance costs on behalf of the 
County as set forth in written directions to the Paying Agent. 

 
Any amounts in the above-described account shall be 

disbursed from time to time by the Paying Agent pursuant to 
written instructions from the County Executive of the County and 
any balance ultimately remaining in such account shall, upon 
written instructions of the County Executive of the County, be 
deposited in the general fund of the County. 
 

20. Approval of Official Statement.  The Preliminary 
Official Statement for the Bonds dated ______________ __, 2012, 
is hereby approved and “deemed final” by the County as of its 
date for purposes of United States Securities and Exchange 
Commission Rule 15c2-12.  A final Official Statement to be dated 
_____________ __, 2012, substantially in the form of the 
Preliminary Official Statement presented to this meeting, and 
also containing the final terms of the Bonds, shall be prepared 
and delivered to the Underwriter within seven (7) business days 
from the date hereof, and the County hereby approves the use 
thereof in connection with the public offering and sale of the 
Bonds and the execution thereof by the County Executive of the 
County. 
 

21. Covenant to Pledge Sufficient Funds.  The County 
hereby covenants and agrees that, concurrently with the issuance 
of and payment for the Bonds: 
 
 1. The County will have irrevocably pledged with the 2001 
Trustee amounts sufficient, together with interest, if any, to 
be earned thereon, to pay: (1) all interest on the 2001 Refunded 
Bonds to the dates of maturity or redemption thereof; and (2) 
the principal of the 2001 Refunded Bonds at the dates of 
maturity or redemption thereof so that the 2001 Refunded Bonds 
will no longer be outstanding under the Act; and  
 
 2. Such 2001 Trustee will have invested the monies 
required by any escrow agreement or directions in accordance 
with the terms thereof. 
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22. 2001 Project Fund.  There are currently unexpended 

proceeds of the 2001 Bonds in the Project Fund established under 
the 2001 Trust Indenture.  The County hereby declares that the 
projects authorized to be financed from such Project Fund are 
either completed or impracticable and unfeasible and hereby 
directs the 2001 Trustee to apply all funds held in such Project 
Fund (and in any other fund or account established under the 
2001 Trust Indenture) to the redemption of the 2001 Refunded 
Bonds. 
 

23. Continuing Disclosure.  The County hereby authorizes 
and directs the appropriate officers to execute and deliver a 
Continuing Disclosure Agreement or a supplement to an existing 
Continuing Disclosure Agreement of the County (the “Continuing 
Disclosure Agreement”) if and to the extent required by law.  
The County further covenants and agrees that it will comply with 
and carry out all of the provisions of the Continuing Disclosure 
Agreement.  Notwithstanding any other provision of this 
Ordinance, failure of the County to comply with the Continuing 
Disclosure Agreement shall not be considered an event of default 
hereunder or under the Bonds; however, the Paying Agent, any 
Participating Underwriters (as defined in the Continuing 
Disclosure Agreement), or any Bondholder may take such actions 
as may be necessary and appropriate, including seeking specific 
performance by court order, to cause the County to comply with 
its obligations under this Section. 
 

24. Bond Insurance.  If deemed financially advantageous to 
the County in connection with the issuance of the Bonds, the 
officers of the County are hereby authorized to purchase a 
policy of insurance guaranteeing the payment of the principal of 
and interest on the Bonds, to pay the premium for such policy 
from the proceeds of the Bonds and to execute such documents as 
may be necessary to effect the issuance of such policy.  If 
applicable, the Bonds issued under this Ordinance may include a 
statement of the terms of such insurance policy and the 
Authentication Certificate of the Paying Agent appearing on each 
Bond may include a statement confirming that the original or a 
copy of the insurance policy is on file with the Paying Agent. 
 

25. Bond Counsel.  The County hereby confirms the 
appointment of Cozen O’Connor to act as Bond Counsel to the 
County with respect to the transactions contemplated by this 
Ordinance. 
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26. Further Action.  The proper officers of the County are 

hereby authorized and directed to take all such action, execute, 
deliver, file and/or record all such documents, publish all 
notices and otherwise comply with the provisions of this 
Ordinance and the Act in the name and on behalf of the County. 

 
27. Act Applicable to Bonds.  This Ordinance is enacted 

pursuant to, and the Bonds issued hereunder shall be subject to, 
the provisions of the Act and all of the mandatory provisions 
thereof shall apply hereunder whether or not explicitly stated 
herein. 
 

28. Contract with Bond Owners.  This Ordinance constitutes 
a contract with the registered owners of the Bonds outstanding 
hereunder and shall be enforceable in accordance with the 
provisions of the laws of the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania. 
 

29. Severability.  In case any one or more of the 
provisions contained in this Ordinance or in any Bond shall for 
any reason be held to be invalid, illegal or unenforceable in 
any respect, such invalidity, illegality or unenforceability 
shall not affect any other provision of this Ordinance or of 
said Bonds, and this Ordinance or said Bonds shall be construed 
and enforced as if such invalid, illegal or unenforceable 
provisions had never been contained therein. 
 

30. Repealer.  All Ordinance and parts of Ordinance 
heretofore enacted to the extent that the same are inconsistent 
herewith are hereby repealed. 
  

31. Effective Date.  This Ordinance shall take effect on 
the earliest date permitted by the Act. 

 
 

 Public Hearing 
 
 Mr. Cusick asked if there were any questions or comments 
from the public. 
 
 There were no respondents. 
 
 Mr. Cusick asked if there were any members of County 
Council who wished to address this ordinance. 
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 Mr. Dietrich advised he remembered an issue was moving 
through the State wherein if a third class County was going to 
incur so much debt versus their annual tax revenue, they had to 
take the issue to the public for a vote.  He then asked if 
anyone knew if the State had moved forward with that and would 
this amount of money fall into some of those guidelines they 
were penciling in. 
 
 Mr. Cusick stated he did not believe that would be an issue 
in this County.  He further stated he believed it was with 
Lackawanna and Luzerne Counties where they had some debt issues 
they were dealing with. 
 
 In answer to Mr. McClure’s question as to whether he had a 
chance to review this ordinance with regard to whether there 
would be any ramifications, if County Council moved forward, 
with respect to any litigation that might be pursued in the 
future, Mr. Lauer advised he requested an Executive Session to 
discuss the matter.  
 
 Mr. Cusick stated the public hearing was going to be 
continued until August 16, 2012, at which time a possible vote 
may occur because the interest rates would not be available 
until the bonds actually went to market. 
 
 
Consideration of Consolidated Plan and 2012 Action Plan for 
Community Development Block Grant Funds 
 

Mr. Cusick advised the Economic Development Committee met 
on July 5, 2012, to consider this matter.  He further advised 
the committee voted to present the resolution to County Council 
for adoption.  

 
Mr. Werner introduced the following resolution: 

 
R. 65-2012 

 
A RESOLUTION APPROVING THE FFY 2012-2017 CONSOLIDATED 
PLAN AND FFY 2012 ANNUAL PLAN FOR USE OF FEDERAL 
COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT BLOCK GRANT (CDBG) FUNDS FOR THE 
COUNTY OF NORTHAMPTON 
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WHEREAS, the County of Northampton has prepared a Five-Year 

Consolidated Plan for the County covering the period October 1, 
2012 to September 30, 2017; and 
 
 WHEREAS, the purpose of the Consolidated Plan is to 
identify housing and community development needs and to develop 
specific goals and objectives to address those needs over a one-
year period, and is a requirement of the U.S. Department of 
Housing and Urban Development which the County must meet in 
order to receive federal housing and community development 
funds; and  
 

WHEREAS, the County of Northampton has prepared an Annual 
Action Plan for Federal Fiscal Year for 2012 which includes the 
funding application for the Community Development Block Grant 
Program, said application having been duly reviewed and 
considered, together with supporting documentation which took 
into account the needs of low and moderate income families, 
environmental factors, fiscal considerations, and the 
maintenance of local effort in community development activities; 
and 

 
WHEREAS, these plans have been developed in consultation 

with constituents of Northampton County and has been available 
for review and comment by the public in accordance with 
Northampton County's Citizen Participation Plan.  
 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Council of the County 
of Northampton: 
 

1. That the FFY 2012-2017 Consolidated Plan and the FFY 
2012 Annual Action Plan for Community Development Block Grant 
funds is hereby in all respects approved. The County Executive 
is hereby directed to file a copy of said application with the 
minutes of this meeting.  

 
2. That it is cognizant of the conditions that are 

imposed in the undertaking and carrying out of community 
development activities with Federal financial assistance.  

 
3. That the County Executive of the County of Northampton 

is authorized to execute and file the application for 
financial assistance for such amounts as the U.S. Department 
of Housing and Urban Development is willing to make available 
to carry out the Community Development Block Grant Program.  
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4. That the County Executive of the County of Northampton 

is hereby authorized to provide such assurances and/or 
certifications as required by the U.S. Department of Housing 
and Urban Development, and also any additional or revised data 
which may be requested during the review of said applications.  
 
 
 As there were no questions or comments, Mr. Cusick called 
for the vote. 
 
 The vote:  Werner, “yes”; Cusick, “yes”; Dietrich, “yes”; 
Gilbert, “yes”; Kraft, “yes”; McClure, “yes”; Parsons, “yes” 
and Thierry, “yes”. 
 
 The resolution was adopted by a vote of 8-0. 
 
 

Consideration of the Resolution Supporting Pennsylvania House 
Bill 135 
 

Mr. Cusick advised at his request, the enclosed resolution 
supporting House Bill 135 was prepared for presentation to 
County Council. 

 
 Mr. Cusick introduced the following resolution: 
 

R. 66-2012 WHEREAS, the General Assembly of the 
Commonwealth of Pennsylvania has enacted and the Governor has 
comprehensive program to reduce recidivism and ensure the 
successful reentry and reintegration of offenders into the 
community; and 
 
 WHEREAS, a corresponding piece of legislation, containing the 
elements of reinvestment funding including the formula for driving 
funds to Counties for probation and County jail reinvestment, is 
expected to be amended into HB 135 when the General Assembly 
returns to session in September 2012; and    
 
 WHEREAS, the County of Northampton has embarked upon a major 
effort to reduce recidivism through the development of the 
Community Corrections Facility which will provide intensive drug 
and alcohol counseling services to those sentenced to that 
facility. 
 



County Council Minutes             -24-         August 2, 2012  

 
 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED By the Northampton County 
Council that it calls upon the General Assembly of Pennsylvania to 
enact, and for the Governor to sign, legislation, which contains 
the elements of reinvestment funding including the formula for 
driving funds to Counties for probation and County jail 
reinvestment.  Any such legislation is a key component in 
redirecting public safety resources to where they can be most 
effectively applied, including County programs. 
 
 
 Mr. Cusick advised there were some reform measures that were 
moving through the State legislature that included two bills that 
were supposed to move in tandem.  He further advised the bill that 
provided for the reforms was passed, but the one that would 
redirect the funding to local community programs was stuck in the 
Senate.  He noted the County Commissioners Association of 
Pennsylvania (CCAP) was a strong advocate of this bill and it was 
their hope that the State legislators would pass this portion of 
the bill.   
 
 As there were no further questions or comments, Mr. Cusick 
called for the vote. 
 
 The vote:  Cusick, “yes”; Gilbert, “yes”; Kraft, “yes”; 
McClure, “yes”; Parsons, “yes”; Thierry, “yes”; Werner, “yes” and 
Dietrich, “yes”. 
 
 The resolution was adopted by a vote of 8-0. 
 
 
Introduction of the Ordinance Amending the 2012 Budget 
 

Mr. Cusick stated the Department of Fiscal Affairs 
presented the second budget amendment for 2012.  He further 
stated the ordinance would be reviewed at the Finance Committee 
meeting scheduled for August 15, 2012, with the public hearing, 
debate and possible vote scheduled for the August 16, 2012 
County Council meeting.  

 
Mr. Cusick and Mr. Gilbert introduced the following 

ordinance: 
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AN ORDINANCE AMENDING THE 2012 NORTHAMPTON COUNTY 
BUDGET: DEPARTMENT OF COMMUNITY AND ECONOMIC 
DEVELOPMENT - COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT GRANT; DEPARTMENT 
OF ADMINISTRATION – EMERGENCY COMMUNICATIONS & 911 – 
ACT 56 ELIGIBLE, CONSERVATION DELEWARE AND LEHIGH 
NATIONAL HERITAGE CORRIDOR, HAZARD MITIGATION ASSIST; 
2012 GENERAL OBLIGATION BOND ISSUE – SERIES A; 2012 
GENERAL OBLIGATION BOND ISSUE – SERIES B; COURTS – 
COURT ADMINISTRATION; DEPARTMENT OF HUMAN SERVICES – 
DEVELOPMENT FUND, CHILDREN, YOUTH & FAMILIES, AREA 
AGENCY ON AGING, MENTAL HEALTH, DEVELOPMENTAL 
PROGRAMS, DRUG & ALCOHOL; PUBLIC WORKS – BRIDGES; 
CAPITAL PROJECTS – COURTHOUSE, COUNTY PARK 
PRESERVATION, ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT, DEBT SERVICE 
 
 

2012 
 BUDGET AMENDMENT 

      KEY  
  

CURRENT INCREASE REVISED 
ORG ACCOUNT ACCOUNT TITLE BUDGET (DECREASE) BUDGET 

      C&ED - Community Development Grant 
31100 41370 Community Dev Block Grant       4,475,790        1,448,429  5,924,219  

 
71042 CDBG 2012                   -    1,448,429  1,448,429  

      
 

41120 Emergency Shelter Grant            90,091  98,000  188,091  

 
71088 ESG 2011                   -    98,000  98,000  

      Administration - Emerg Comm & 911 -  Act 56 Eligible 
39102 42387 Wireless 911 Fee 824,500  135,614  960,114  

 
63999 Pooled Admin Supplies          830,500  135,614  966,114  

      Administration - Conservation D&L NH Corridor 
42606 41393 DCNR Grant 40,000  (40,000) 0  

 
66999 Pooled Professional Services 40,000  (40,000) 0  

      
Administration - Hazard Mitigation Assist 

44104 41142 Hazard Mitigation Grant 42,500  (42,500) 0  

 
71270 Severe Repetitive Loss 2008 42,500  (42,500) 0  



County Council Minutes             -26-         August 2, 2012  

 
2012 G.O. Bond Issue - Series A 

31600 48010 General Obligation Bond Issue                   -    9,370,000  9,370,000  

 
66080 Bond Issuance Costs                   -    48,000  48,000  

 
97105 Underwriters Discount                   -    47,000  47,000  

31500 97115 Swaption Settlement 25,000,000  2,275,000  27,275,000  
31300 46010 Budgetary Fund Balance 43,883,929  (7,000,000) 36,883,929  

      2012 G.O. Bond Issue - Series B 
42025 48010 General Obligation Bond Issue                   -    72,193,000  72,193,000  

 
66080 Bond Issuance Costs                   -    108,000  108,000  

 
97100 Pmt to Refund Debt Escrow Agent                   -    71,780,000  71,780,000  

 
97105 Underwriters Discount                   -    305,000  305,000  

      Courts - Court Administration 
71500 41722 Gaming Authority Grant                   -    10,000  10,000  

 
66999 Pooled Professional Services          700,000  10,000  710,000  

      Human Services - Development Fund 
51100 41490 Human Services Development 227,800  54,700  282,500  

 
69999 Pooled Subcontracted Services 219,650  54,700  274,350  

      Human Services - Children, Youth & Families 
51000 41180 Temp Assist Needy Families 1,198,600  (15,200) 1,183,400  

 
41310 Act 148 13,684,300  (205,900) 13,478,400  

 41428 Evidence Based Practices Grants            323,300  (131,100) 192,200  

 
41497 Information Technology Grant            165,100  (23,100) 142,000  

 
41540 Medicaid              20,300  5,100  25,400  

 
41550 Medical Assistance              91,900  (27,100) 64,800  

 
42210 Custody Evaluation Fee              60,000  (12,000) 48,000  

 
42580 Parental Payments            314,800  5,500  320,300  

 
42591 Social Security              73,700  6,000  79,700  

 
42650 Supplemental Security               48,700  (16,300) 32,400  

 
45030 Miscellaneous                   100  3,600  3,700  

52100 69999 Pooled Subcontracted Services         3,627,586  (410,500) 3,217,086  

      Human Services - Area Agency On Aging 
54000 41570 Waiver 550,200  254,100  804,300  

 
41640 State Allocation 66,100  3,000  69,100  

 
41650 State Block Grant 5,070,000  (385,800) 4,684,200  
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55400 69999 Pooled Subcontracted Services 619,900  (50,000) 569,900  
56400 69999 Pooled Subcontracted Services 642,500  (78,700) 563,800  

      Human Services - Mental Health 
57400 41330 Base Allocation 3,224,500  (132,400) 3,092,100  

 
41350 CHIPP 8,748,200  314,100  9,062,300  

 
41722 Gaming Authority Grant                   -    75,000  75,000  

 
42505 HealthChoices 29,800  2,100  31,900  

 
44010 Interest on Investments 42,400  2,600  45,000  

57600 69999 Pooled Subcontracted Services 343,900  75,000  418,900  
58100 69999 Pooled Subcontracted Services 5,793,300  184,300  5,977,600  
59100 69999 Pooled Subcontracted Services 154,300  2,100  156,400  

      Human Services - Developmental Programs 
59400 41550 Medical Assistance 1,497,900  (577,700) 920,200  

 
41330 Base Allocation 2,604,900  (548,400) 2,056,500  

 
44010 Interest on Investments 20,000  2,000  22,000  

 
45030 Miscellaneous 7,800  500  8,300  

60100 69999 Pooled Subcontracted Services 1,242,900  (973,600) 269,300  
60300 69999 Pooled Subcontracted Services 725,000  (150,000) 575,000  

      Human Services - Drug & Alcohol 
61000 41240 Treatment Block Grant 640,100  (4,700) 635,400  

 
41315 Act 152            498,200  27,700  525,900  

 
41340 BHSI            242,300  13,400  255,700  

 
41373 Compulsive Gambling            143,100  (7,200) 135,900  

 
41600 PCCD            191,800  (14,200) 177,600  

 
41722 Gaming Authority Grant                   -    64,500  64,500  

 
42105 Act 198 Fee            154,400  9,900  164,300  

 
44010 Interest On Investment                2,800  (800) 2,000  

62100 69999 Pooled Subcontracted Services            893,000  88,600  981,600  

      Public Works - Bridges 
40600 41610 PennDOT Reimbursement 50,000  353,800  403,800  

 
75400 Bridge Projects 176,620  353,800  530,420  

      Capital Project - Courthouse 
42000 44010 Interest On Investment                   -    1  1  

 
97100 Pmt to Refund Debt Escrow Agent 9,301  1  9,302  



County Council Minutes             -28-         August 2, 2012  

 
Capital Project - County Park Preservation 

42003 44010 Interest On Investment                   -    8  8  

 
97100 Pmt to Refund Debt Escrow Agent 128,621  8  128,629  

      Capital Project - Economic Development 
42005 44010 Interest On Investment                   -    14  14  

 
97100 Pmt to Refund Debt Escrow Agent 272,130  14  272,144  

      Capital Project - Debt Service 
42007 44010 Interest On Investment                   -    4  4  

 
74050 Bond Interest 6  4  10  

      
  

Summary - Budget Amendment 
 

75,268,270  
  

  
 
Consideration of the Wound Care Team Resolution 
 

Mr. Cusick asked Mr. Dietrich if he was pulling the 
following resolution from the agenda and he replied he was.     
 

WHEREAS, Premier Health Care developed a comprehensive wound 
care protocol (a copy of which is attached hereto and labeled as 
Exhibit “A”)which emphasizes the quality of wound care for 
Gracedale residents, and  
 
 WHEREAS, the comprehensive wound care protocol for Gracedale 
residents has two components to that care.  "The first is a primary 
care model on the nursing units so that all care can be delivered 
consistently by the team on the floor.  They provide continuity of 
care, know each resident’s care and condition more completely, and 
are closer to monitor for any changes in condition that require a 
change in plan of care.  Also the care and supplies will be 
available 24/7 which is currently not the case. Another important 
factor is communicating with physicians and families about the care 
and progress of the residents.  Then additionally in a supporting 
role, are specialist and leadership members to assist the unit 
staff, monitor care, develop formularies, and educate and coach the 
unit staff on wound management”; and 
 
 WHEREAS, the Gracedale Advisory Board has endorsed and 
accepted the wound care protocol developed by Premier Health Care. 
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 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Northampton County 
Council hereby endorses and supports the wound care protocol 
developed by Premier Health Care.   The Northampton County Council 
feels that the wound care protocol provides Gracedale residents 
with the best medical protocol for patient wound care. 

 
 
Consideration of the Human Services Block Grant Resolution 
 

Mr. Cusick advised the County Executive and the Department 
of Human Services decided to apply for the Pennsylvania Human 
Services Block Grant Pilot Program and a resolution, in support 
of that application, has been prepared for County Council’s 
consideration. 

 
Mr. Dietrich introduced the following resolution: 

 
R. 67-2012 WHEREAS, the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania 

will be implementing a pilot program for the Human Services 
Block Grant; and 
 

WHEREAS, Northampton County’s Executive has stated that 
Northampton County will apply to be one of the 20 Counties to 
participate in the Human Services Block Grant; and 
 

WHEREAS, the Human Service Block Grant will give 
participating Counties additional flexibility in how they spend 
the funding provided through the seven categorical programs 
included in the block grant; and  
 

WHEREAS, the Human Services Block Grant will give 
participating Counties the ability to re-program up to three 
percent of any unspent funds in the following fiscal year. 
 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Council of the County 
of Northampton that County Council endorses Northampton County’s 
participation in the pilot program of the Human Services Block 
Grant and encourages the Pennsylvania Department of Public 
Welfare to approve the submitted application. 
 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that a copy of this resolution be 
sent to the County’s State legislative delegation. 
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Mr. Marcus stated one of the benefits of this program was 

it would give the County flexibility to move money between the 
seven categorical grants that were included in the program.  He 
further stated the other benefit was it was almost impossible 
for the County to spend down every single penny that was 
allocated so at the end of the year, this would allow the County 
to reprogram up to 3% of the total amount, which could be 
approximately $500,000. 

 
As there were no further questions or comments, Mr. Cusick 

called for the vote. 
 
The vote:  Dietrich, “yes”; Werner, “yes”; Cusick, “yes”; 

Gilbert, “yes”; Kraft, “yes”; McClure, “yes”; Parsons, “yes” and  
Thierry, “yes”. 

 
The resolution was adopted by a vote of 8-0. 
 
 

Consideration of Administrative Code Article XIII Contract 
Approval Resolutions: a. County Wide COBRA Information Sharing 
System – Cody Computer Services; b. Digital Records Management 
System – Cody Computer Services 
 

Mr. Cusick advised the County Executive asked County 
Council to approve a contract with Cody Computer Services to 
procure COBRA, which is a real time cross jurisdiction data 
sharing and analysis systems, and to establish a digital records 
management system.  He further advised the contracts pertained 
to the Sheriff’s Office and involved time constraints relative 
to a Federal grant application. 

 
Sheriff Miller stated in 2006, Congressman Charlie Dent 

came to him and asked him to look at the Lehigh Valley police 
departments to determine what they needed.  He further stated at 
that time, they secured funding for $1.4 million to provide an 
in-car camera in every police marked cruiser in the entire 
Lehigh Valley.   

 
Sheriff Miller advised after the success of that project, 

Congressman Dent approached him in 2009, to see if he could do 
it again because he might be able to secure some more public 
safety funding. 
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Sheriff Miller stated a committee decided the best thing to 

focus on was information sharing between both Counties so they 
applied for a grant of approximately $2 million and received 
$800,000.  He further advised the funding was split with half of 
it going to Lehigh County for District Attorney James Martin’s 
fugitive center and the remaining went to Northampton County for 
this purpose. 

 
Sheriff Miller advised Lehigh County and Warren County both 

had the Cody Computer Services COBRA system so this would tie 
all three systems together.  He further advised this contract 
would be 100% funded through a Federal grant, noting that 
Allentown would be handling the grant. 

 
Sheriff Miller stated the only financial obligation that 

may fall on the County would be in 2016 when the maintenance 
fees became due, but if the County kept it as a web based 
system, there would be no fees. 

 
Sheriff Miller advised the Sheriff’s Office needed to 

provide statistics, but they had no records management system.  
He further advised they looked at six different vendors, but two 
were immediately ruled out.  He noted the four remaining vendors 
gave presentations and then after the committee voted, it was 
determined that Coby Computer Services was the vendor of choice. 

 
Mr. Cusick introduced the following resolutions: 
 
County Wide COBRA Information Sharing System – Cody 
Computer Services 

 
R. 68-2012 WHEREAS, Northampton County Administrative 

Code Article XIII Procurement and Disposition of County 
Property, Section 13.16 Contracts and Agreements c. (1) requires 
approval of County Council for "...any contract exceeding 
$100,000, which was awarded using the Competitive Negotiation, 
Negotiation After Competitive Sealed Bidding, and 
Non-Competitive Negotiation source selection methods. For 
contracts with renewal clauses, the entire potential payout if 
all renewal clauses are exercised under the terms of the 
contract must be considered when determining if Council approval 
is necessary"; and 
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WHEREAS, on August 1, 2012, the  Northampton County Council 

received a request from the County Executive for County Council 
to adopt a resolution approving a contract totaling $349,500 
with Cody Computer Services to  procure COBRA, which is a real 
time cross jurisdiction data sharing and analysis systems. 

 
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Northampton County 

Council does hereby concur with the recommendation of the County 
Executive to award a contract to Cody Computer Services, as set 
forth in the attached documentation. 
 
 

Digital Records Management System – Cody Computer Services 
 

R. 69-2012 WHEREAS, Northampton County Administrative 
Code Article XIII Procurement and Disposition of County 
Property, Section 13.16 Contracts and Agreements c. (1) requires 
approval of County Council for "...any contract exceeding 
$100,000, which was awarded using the Competitive Negotiation, 
Negotiation After Competitive Sealed Bidding, and 
Non-Competitive Negotiation source selection methods. For 
contracts with renewal clauses, the entire potential payout if 
all renewal clauses are exercised under the terms of the 
contract must be considered when determining if Council approval 
is necessary"; and 
 

WHEREAS, on August 1, 2012, the  Northampton County Council 
received a request from the County Executive for County Council 
to adopt a resolution approving a contract totaling $155,625 
with Cody Computer Services to establish a digital records 
management system. 

  
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Northampton County 

Council does hereby concur with the recommendation of the County 
Executive to award a contract to Cody Computer Services, as set 
forth in the attached documentation. 

 
 
As there were no further questions or comments, Mr. Cusick 

called for the vote. 
 
The vote:  Cusick, “yes”; Dietrich, “yes”; Gilbert, “yes”; 

Kraft, “yes”; McClure, “yes”; Parsons, “yes”; Thierry, “yes” and 
Werner, “yes”. 
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The resolution was adopted by a vote of 8-0. 
 
 
Executive Session 
 
Mr. Lauer asked for County Council to move into Executive 

Session to discuss an issue relating to litigation. 
 
Mr. Gilbert made a motion to move into Executive Session. 
 
Mr. Parsons seconded the motion. 
 
Mr. Lauer stated County Council adjourned to Executive 

Session at 7:18 p.m. and reconvened at 7:47 p.m. to discuss a 
matter relating to litigation. 

 
 

Open Space Committee Report 
 

 Mr. Parsons advised County Council was recently sent an 
update of the open space projects. 
 
 
Finance Committee Report 
 
 Mr. Cusick stated the budget amendment, County bridges and 
the County morgue would be discussed at the Finance Committee 
meeting being held on August 15, 2012. 
 
 
Bi-County Health Department 
 
 Mr. Cusick advised it was in the newspaper that Lehigh 
County was poised to withdraw from the bi-County health 
department and once they did, Northampton County would have to 
re-evaluate its options. 
 
 
Human Services Committee Report 
 
 Mr. Dietrich stated the Mental Health/Early 
Intervention/Developmental Program had its board meeting the 
first Tuesday of every month.  He further stated they were 
always looking for members especially those who had expertise or 
interest in those fields. 
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Adjournment 
 

Mr. Kraft made a motion to adjourn. 
 

Mrs. Thierry seconded the motion. 
 

The motion passed by acclamation. 
 
 
 

 
 
        

     Frank E. Flisser 
Clerk to Council 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


